
 

 

1st Seminar of the Hellenic Society of Clinical Microbiology: Focusing on Antimicrobial 

Resistance & Infection Control 

29-31 May, 2025 

AKISA Building, Attikon University Hospital, Athens, Greece (Registration will be free of 

charge) 

 

Day 1, Thursday 29 May 

Registrations, 09:00 – 09:30 

I. AMR EDUCare SEMINAR 

Η Ορθή Χρήση των Αντιβιοτικών στην Πρωτοβάθμια Φροντίδα Υγείας, για την Πρόληψη 

της Μικροβιακής Αντοχής 

Συντονιστές: Αλεξάνδρα Βασιλακοπούλου, Σπύρος Πουρνάρας 

Μέρος Ι, 9:30 – 13:00 

o WΗΟΝΕΤ-GREECE-Δεδομένα Μικροβιακής Aντοχής στην Ελλάδα (M. Πολέμης) 

o Μικροβιακή Αντοχή και Αντιβιοτικά (Ο. Ζαρκωτού) 

o Λοιμώξεις Ανώτερου Αναπνευστικού (Α. Σπύρου) 

o Λοιμώξεις Κατώτερου Αναπνευστικού (Κ. Θωμάς) 

o Λοιμώξεις Ουροποιητικού (Α. Βασιλακοπούλου) 

 



Lunch Break, 13:00 – 14:00 

Μέρος ΙΙ, 14:00 – 17:00 

o Σεξουαλικώς μεταδιδόμενα νοσήματα (Σ. Αντωνοπούλου) 

o Λοιμώξεις δέρματος και μαλακών μορίων (Ε. Καλογεροπούλου) 

o Εισαγωγή στην διαχείριση αποβλήτων υγειονομικής περίθαλψης (Α. 

Δουδουλακάκης) 

o Επικοινωνιακές δεξιότητες για επαγγελματίες υγείας- Ενδυνάμωση του κοινού για 

την ορθή χρήση αντιβιοτικών (Σ. Χριστοδουλάτος) 

 

Day 2, Friday 30 May 

II. INFECTION CONTROL SEMINAR 

Registrations, 08:30 – 09:00 

09:00 – 09:30 Welcome by Greek Healthcare Authorities 

Round Table 1, 09:30 – 11:30  

Moderators: Spyros Pournaras, Tom Talbot, Sotirios Tsiodras 

National and international initiatives to improve infection control and contain AMR in 

Greece 

o US initiative: GAIHN-AR (R. Banerjee) 

o European initiative: REVERSE (F. Kontopidou) 

o National pilot study: GRIPP (T. Zaoutis) 

o National initiative of Greek CDC (EODY) for infection control (D. Hatzigeorgiou) 

Discussion:  Next steps - standardizing definitions, streamlining data collection, integrating 

programs 

 

Coffee Break, 11:30 – 12:00 

 

Round Table 2, 12:00 – 14:00 

Moderators: Dimitrios Hatzigeorgiou, Lemonia Skoura, Olympia Zarkotou 

Targeted infection control interventions to limit MDRO spread: International and Greek 

experience 

o Facilitators and barriers to implementation of IPC (A. Mixon) 

o Strategies to improve HH compliance (T. Talbot) 



o The contribution of EVS (A. Tychala) 

o The contribution of molecular MDRO surveillance of high-risk patients (P. Karakosta) 

Discussion:  Addressing cultural barriers to IPC, National policies to incentivize IPC 

activities, engaging hospital leaders 

 

Lunch Break, 14:00 – 15:00 

Satellite Symposium 1, 15:00 – 16:00 

 

Coffee Break, 16:00 – 16:30 

 

Round Table 3, 16:30 – 18:30 

Moderators: Ritu Banerjee, Efi Protonotariou, Constantinos Tsioutis 

Learning from experience 

• Implementing EVS audits at Attikon Hospital (E. Poulianou) 

• Improving HH compliance at AHEPA Hospital (M. Oikonomou) 

• Expanding IPC education at Tzaneio Hospital (S. Charami) 

• Laboratory surveillance of CP-CRE colonization  

o AHEPA, Attikon, and Tzaneio lab teams 

Discussion: Engaging physicians/active champions; how to move the needle with hospital 

leaders/administration 

 

Day 3, Saturday 31 May 

III. Antibiotic Susceptibility Testing SEMINAR 

Round Table 1, 09:00 – 11:00 

Moderators: Gunnar Kahlmeter, Simona Karabela, Evangelia Lebessi 

Global EUCAST Implementation 

o EUCAST Milestones and Challenges for Global Harmonization of AST (Gunnar 

Kahlmeter) 

o EUCAST Implementation in Greece (K. Tryfinopoulou) 

o Current EUCAST Definitions of S/I/R and ATU (E. Perivolioti)  

o The contribution of the National AST Committee to the EUCAST Implementation in 

Greece (S. Pournaras) 

Discussion: 



 

Coffee Break, 11:00 – 11:30 

 

 

Round Table 2, 11:30 – 13:30 

Moderators: Stavroula Antonopoulou, Maria Panopoulou, Aggeliki Poulou 

EUCAST Recommendations for Susceptibility Testing  

o EUCAST Update for Susceptibility Testing in Gram-positives (J. Papaparaskevas) 

o EUCAST Update for Susceptibility Testing in Gram-negatives (P. Mantzana) 

o EUCAST Update for antifungal Susceptibility Testing (J. Meletiadis) 

o EUCAST Update for Susceptibility Testing in Mycobacteria (D. Papaventsis) 

Discussion: 

 

Lunch Break, 13:30 – 14:30 

 

Satellite Symposium 2, ABBOTT, 14:30 – 15:30 

 

Round Table 3, 15:30 – 17:30 

Moderators: Efi Perivolioti, Michail Samarkos, Kyriaki Tryfinopoulou 

The potential of novel Susceptibility Testing and Resistance Detection Tools 

o Rapid, phenotypic and molecular, tests for the detection of resistance mechanisms 

(Thierry Naas) 

o Rapid AST methods to guide antimicrobial stewardship and infection control (Gian 

Maria Rossolini) 

o The importance of workflow optimization for the successful implementation of Rapid 

AST (Christina Louka) 

o Clinical (and Financial?) Impact of Rapid AST (M. Samarkos) 

 

  


